Local Glirl Lands: Role In
The Ziegfeld Follles -
“In case. you haven't bought. the

November issue’ of -Ebony- T havel:.

news for . you.- This . story,with
pictures: of Kelly Lestel tRavevda
-Friersen) appears: en peges 68, 1'{]
and T2. - ot i

- True to thel tradltien e ta‘bl*shed .

by the-late Flo- ‘Ziegfeld, ‘“che cur-

| features luscious shewglrlsn. ‘and
| dancers in ‘gay;. extravagant - pro-
|'diction numbers, .

The cast also includes several
little-known - but-~. talented:-enter- |
| tainers. One of the brightest  of
these  starlets is’ Kelty Lester, a
23-year-old singer. of risque*songs

that swing, The first Negro.to land
a“featured spot:in’a Broadway pro-
duction of the Fellies since Jeseph
| Baker's performance in--the’ 1935
Lshow, Ketty 'may’ emerge ‘as one
' of the real dlseuverles nf the lQa‘I i

‘58 seasen ¥ .

The - “-Arkansas- bern smger is
' Ieatured in two productlen numbers|
[:in". which.-her "singing; is ‘sty lishly-
. enhanced by the mnvements of-a-
| group” of / pretty . shewglrls When
I'she js singing '‘It’s Silk,: Feel It,'"
-{in one of the routines,. she gyrates|
f‘across the 'stage- wmle near-nude
| showgirls undulate’ m ‘rhythm with
‘| her;' - “Bop-A-Bye ' ‘Lullaby,"” 'a

| number Ketty sings. in: pop- jergenn
‘I'to-a baby.in a_cradle, is one of the|:

: Broadway

‘t'eareer, But. enatem;f classes cons

lin a, hospital, "'l feund t,he cerpses
> | reyolting,”” . 'she says,.. Ketty,

r.

| | serious, ‘conseryative- ‘gir] ‘who had

.| top” songs.- in’ the ‘show, whleh is|.
-|now touring: the eeuntry prepara-
| tory 1o .a: January ' OPEHIHE on|.

.| Three -years..ag6, - t.he Follies |.
'|'starlet was about as far away from |
| Broadway..as- a girl.can, get, She|
bad cempleted two yeers at  San|
‘Prancisco City ¢ Cellege and wag|

| rent elition of:the: Ziegfeld Follies |

S wa— - 'I—-.-—.' =

well' on her' way “to.a nursing|

Y vinced her th 1t her place was not|

\|'sung In‘churohichojrs, switched to

-Purple Omeniln sSan’ Francisco and .
B year he Purple inon in.
Hollywood. e

Follies, " heard - her::at }New York's
lllage ‘Yanguard: and: was, thrilled.

dom, - "That RKetty,"": ‘he says, “is
| fruly. maryelous. . Sne $ smna fo
. he a real ‘bls siar: one dar ¥

) FEETIEEOT T

‘Mer v;m Nelsom dlrector of the|

‘I'music;. spent; 145 months- at thef

He''promptly 'tagged: her for star:|



